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The porcontage of Comrmnisds in Lappland is
contarse in Finlond as a wholcs

Populotion~=ligrotion and

Tousinga

Neconstruetion of villages and buildings in Finnish Lappland bepgan as
soon as tho war onded and has procecded so rapidly that Lappland has
now reeachod the housing level of tho obthor Pinnish provincos, lotablo
progress has also boen made in cloaring aroblo land. In addition to
rosboration of war=demared buildings, an extensive progroan of new
construction is under way. ALl buildings are of pormonent coustruc.
tion and nodern desipn. As an incentive to quick rcbuilding, the
Pinnish povernment gronted full componsation for buildings destroycd
or dcmaged durinr the war, subsidized new construction and londw
olearing, ond placed building matorials, blueprints and exzport cone
sultonts ab tho digposel of the populatione

Tho formor rosidonts of Salla ond Kuelejfrvi have all moved within the
new Finnish border. liost of thom have established homes just insi de
the border, although sonc have sottled along the road ummd Heni Jirvi
and o%hers on tho lower highwoy from Sovukeski bo Pelltoscnnieni. Tho
buildings ero spnoed closo togother, particulerly in the productive
river valley south of DPellrosenniemi. In the north, the Iinnish rosi-
donts of Potsamo and the Dussian Skolbe Lapps have also moved within
the new Pinnish horder. The Potsanmoc Iinns hove sottlod et Inord and
on the Tana Diver. The Skolte Lapps are now enconped north of Ineri.

Population~=lolitical Sympathiose.

slightly m{}xex than the pove
Politicel affiliation of digsdeg morbers

Pron the »rovince of Lappland igs

Agral‘ian P&rty evvecowa o-.-onl4
Coalition Porby sovsevserasanl
Socinl Democratic PortvVeesasst
Donocratic Tnion (ONDL} ceev.2
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As cxpressed in Rigedeg merxbership, therefore, 25 percont of the Lappland
vot: is Commmmaist, compeyved with 19 percent for all of Finland.

25x1 | | coneral opinion in Lappland is that an electien at
Ghis time would show pgeins for the Socisl Democrats at the exponse of the
Com mnistae | [shile the Lapplend Commmnists

25X1 are, of coursd, SOViet Sympatlizers, thoy do not necessarily vogard wille
ingness to accepk tho Soviect way of life as a corollery te sympethy with

25X1 Sovist theory. The population of Salla is mentioned as en exemple of +this
differentiation betwoen theory snd ection. A lazgo percentage of the Salla

25X1 7Tinns are Soviet sympathizers, bubt the entire town moved into Finland whon
the bordeyr was chonged. |most of the Leppland
Corummnists, including those of Salla, would react 4o an unprovoked Soviet
invagsion as Pinns rather than as Commmists, and would fight for their
Finnieh homes. (This does not, of course, apply to tho lioseow-educsted

" "Bawricade™ Cormrmnists,)

Regulor rail traffic does not go east of Kenijirvi. There is no vailway

bridge over the leke in surmer, and in winter tomporary rails are laid

ecross the ice. During the summer, carpo is haken sround Ialko Femd on a
25X1  12-som truck and then relonded for reil trovel. | |

the Kemijdrvi-Salla railway hes an irprovised look, with a voadbed that

is cpperently made of looze gravel for lonp shretches. Ilost of the bridges

betwoeon Konijlrvi and the Soviet border ave small. At the time of this

roport they are not in usable condition and no repeir work is under way.
25X1 Li_ [repair and extension of the railwsy would be comparatively

S1mplo becouso or poological conditions in the aret.

4. Border Guard,

f. The border guerd is commended by Col. Pennanen (fnu), with staff hend-
quarters at Rovenieri. (Col. Permanen was a lieubenont, in chargs of
the company defending the Petsomo arem in 1939-40, and is regorded as
one of vho pgreat heross of the Winter War.) The border guard under
Col. Pennenen consists of four ocompenios, each made up of 1 company
commander with the rankr of major or captain, 4 officers, 20 non=- .
commissioned officers and 100 enlisted nen, popularly called "frontier
hunters.” DEach company is divided into 10 guard unibs and a company
staff, Tho four companies guard the following arcass

Compeny I: I11Q at Kerd jirvi, Responsible Lor eastern border.

Compony 2: 1Q &% Ivalo. Responsible for northern border facing UrT
and ITorway.

Company 3: 1IQ at Ionio., Responsible for northern border facing
Horway, and weskern border fucing Swoden from northoern
limit o Kolarie.

Compeany 43 IQ ab Ylibernio. PResponsible for Swodish border to Tornio.

This orzonization of thoe border paard was put into offoct in 1949, and
ropresents & chenge of emphasis:s Unbil tho resipgnation of Yrjo Leino
ag linisker of the Interior, the USSR border was grarded somewhat hapw
hazardly and the Swedish bordeyr nore strictlye

be Sovieb sympathizors among the permanontly—-cnployed border guard pexe
soanel are being transforred out of tho border aren as rapidly as
peasible. Cited ss an exormple is the tronsfer on 1 August 1949 of the
sommpander of Compony 2 froam Ivele Lo a lesa eoritical posta

¢, Borler=guard recrults are given the same basic training oo wmilitary

recruits, This is followed by furbthor training in classes held twice
a yoer (winber and summer) by each border-guard company. The officer
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posts are much soupght aftor because pay and housing are good and the
activity of ench officor is nore ov leoss independent. llorale and
discipline arc pood, end seocm to be wnaffected by the nonotony of

puard duty. The source romarks that the individuel, indepondont nsture
of the puard assignments, cavried oub in solibude, seems peculierly
sulted to the Iinnish temperament,

Hoads,

The Fimnish nilitory subthorities in Lapplend have announced that all roade
building of any kind will be roported in Rovaniemi, Pchjeken Sanomat and
other local newspapers. This step was taken as o means of gquelling rumors
thet roads, nirficlds and/or forbtificoticns were %o bo built ot Sovieh v
queste

_Iigﬁifications @

In 19401941, fortificabions wore built at IHrkljlrvi, Juotsijirvi and
Savukoski for the Furema Drigade, vhich vms responsible for the enbire
Soviot fromtier of Pirmish lapplend. {(The main forces of the Drippde

wore stavioned ncer Zerd j¥rvi.) Those fortifications arc still usable,

and st6ill equipped with tank trops and berbedewire bevriers. Tho Lyl
Jevi fortificetions nye mostly of conereto construction. |

there avo rumors alonp tho Swodish border of new Lorbilicabions,
no sucli consbruckion hos beon cbserved, | |the
rumors have arison bacause of the building which has heen under way for the
past two years on the enstorn bank of Torne River. This included berracks
for three border-guard corpenies, built sbout 7 kilonetors scuth of
Ylitornio in 1948 and put into use early in 1948.

Finnish Lappland as a Iiilitary Factor.

8, The only airfields in use in Minnish Lappland oro thoss et Kemi and
Rovaniemi. | |the Roveniemi £ield is to be ene
larged, and that the solid ground hore will make possible tho addition
of rumways for heavy planes. This could bo done et Keni and Ivale as
wall. The pebble surfaco of Lho watershed in this part of Finlemd [ |

[meke possible the comstruction of good giy-

Tields within & volativeoly short time. lorthern Pinlend offers possibe

ilities for airfield comstruction thalt awre not equalled in northorn

TMorwey (mountain terrain), northern Soviet Rarelia (numorous bogs and

lakes) or northern Swoden. | |Pinnish experts con=

firm his opinion that modern mechaniocal equipment plus natural conditims
wrould make it possible to complets a considerable wirs-base ayoca in

Pinlend within one nmonth.

bo Ueither roeds nor torrain would present pgreat difficulty if the Soviebs
should docide upon a sudden invasion of inland by wey of Savukoskis
UHrk8 jfrvl, Konijdevi or Ivalo, Qrganized opposition o an invasion in
this area would probebly be on too small a scale to sbop a strong
invading force, and tho Soviet euthorities aro bolisved to lmow enough
of the looal torrain to enable Soviet Porces to operate betweon tho
voads. The Finnish militery authoritics are said 4o be fully awaro that
the wastes of north Pinland presont excellent conditions for effective
rartisen worfare, in controst to the less favorable conditions in
southorn Iinland. :
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